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Shell Cove is a community for all ages and as part of the 
Masterplan a retirement village site has been identified. It is 
planned that the site will be marketed this year for sale to a 
retirement village provider. The development will potentially 
provide both high and low level aged care as well as 
independent living opportunities. 

The selected site is adjacent the future Harbour Boulevarde 
on the approach to the future town centre. The development 

will help to create a visual and physical landmark to 
complement the urban design for the town centre and its 
environs. Site access will be from Brigantine Drive until 
Harbour Boulevarde is built. 

This development will provide both a valuable community 
resource not only for Shell Cove but also for the wider area.

Wetlands are promoting 
water quality 
A series of wetlands, bioswales, retention basins, gross 
pollutant traps and regenerated creeklines are part of the 
water quality strategy in the Shell Cove master plan. These 
combine to form a water quality treatment train that will 
“polish” stormwater flows from the development and ensure 
there is no increase in pollution above the levels experienced 
before development. 

So far three wetland systems have been constructed. An 
existing farm dam has been converted to a water quality 
wetland, more than 2.5km of creekline has been revegetated 
and eight gross pollutant traps have been installed.

The wetland systems provide an attractive element into the 
landscape at Shell Cove and provide a habitat for native birds. 
They also fulfil two functions in cleansing water. Firstly, their 
deep water-bodies allow sediments to settle out. Secondly the 
rhyzomes of the macrophytes or water plants that fringe the 
water-bodies remove nutrients from the water. These 
nutrients come from stormwater runoff and include 
phosphorous and nitrogen. Some of these nutrients are 
natural but there are also man-made sources such as 
fertilisers and detergents. When there is too much nutrient in 
the water for the macrophytes to remove, algal growths 
develop to remove these pollutants, and although these may 
appear to be unattractive they are a native plant fulfilling a 
useful function.

We can all help the wetlands to function as well as possible by 
adopting a few simple environmentally conscious practices. In 
particular we can help reduce nutrient run-off by

and using an organic low phosphorous fertiliser; 

so that it does not wash into the stormwater system; and 

washing your car or hard surfaces in the garden. 

What's on at the 
Community Centre 
Shell Cove Community Centre,  
25 Southern Cross Boulevarde, Ph  4297 7484

Activities
Info from Craig Swaney unless otherwise stated.  
Call 4297 7484 or 4221 6170 or 0431 501613 

 

 

 
Wednesday, Friday 8.45am-9.45am. 

 

12.30-3.30pm. 

 

 
Contact Sue Meith on 4295 4114 or 0424268842

 

Future Events

 
17th October 10am

Christmas Cards in November 

Letterbox for details

Retirement Living at Shell Cove

Inside this issue: 
Boatharbour Update
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Planning for the land adjoining the proposed boat harbour 
has been progressing, and preparation of a concept 
masterplan is well underway. The 70 hectare precinct will 
incorporate a range of uses, and the concept masterplan will 
address appropriate land uses and their locations within the 
precinct as well as key parameters for future development. 

The masterplan will nominate locations for the town 
centre, retail activities, tourism and residential components, 
as well as a proposed business park to the south of the 
boat harbour.

Shortly, the concept masterplan will be lodged for approval 
with the NSW Department of Planning, under Part 3A of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act. As part of 
this procedure, the Department will conduct a consultation 
process, and public advertisements will be placed seeking 
input from the community. This is expected to happen in 
the first quarter of 2010.

Australand and Council encourage residents to participate 
in this consultation process and take advantage of the 
opportunity to provide feedback on this important 
component of the Shell Cove development.
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Shell Cove Residents 
Christmas Party
The Annual Shell Cove Christmas Event, held on Saturday 
28 November 2009, proved to be yet another fabulous 
extravaganza with residents enjoying a diverse range of 
entertainment provided by (amongst others) the Harem Belly 
Dancers and the South Coast Skipping Stars. Mums and Dads 
picnicked and grooved to the sounds of Back Lash whilst the 
kids had a ball with rides, entertainment, free sausage sizzle 
and ice creams, and the guest appearance by Santa.

Once again, thanks to the Rotary Club of Shellharbour, who 
undertook a magnificent job keeping everyone fed with the 
sausage sizzle.

Retirement Village
A local Illawarra aged care provider, Warrigal Care, is 
purchasing a large site between the future boat harbour 
and the existing Shell Cove residential area near Brigantine 
Drive. The proposed aged care facility will promote a 
balanced and broader demographic base for Shell Cove as 
well as providing a significant community resource for older 
residents.

Warrigal Care is a “values based” not-for-profit, public 
benevolent organisation specialising in the provision of 
quality aged care services. The organisation was initiated 
in 1964 by local residents and community groups who 
recognised a need in the Shellharbour Community for 
quality care services to older people.

The development concept prepared by Warrigal Care 
for the site comprises a 160 bed residential aged care 
facility, between 54 to 63 Independent Living Units, and 
community facilities for Community Care Services and Day 
Respite Programs.

Subject to approvals and other constraints, Warrigal Care 
expect to have the first stage, which provides independent 
living units, completed in 2011. The full project is targeted 
for completion in 2015. Subdivisional works to prepare the 
site are expected to be completed by mid 2010.

Retirement Village Concept Plan



GP Super Clinic
The Illawarra Division of General Practice (a not for profit 
organisation) are proposing to set up a “Super Clinic” on 
the corner of Cove Boulevarde and Shallows Drive. This 
is great news for Shell Cove residents as this facility will 
provide high quality medical facilities within walking distance 
of most Shell Cove homes.

The Super Clinic has been designed by Sydney Architectural 
firm, Manor House Design, who have had experience 
designing similar facilities. The contemporary-styled building 
includes single-storey and two-storey components and 
has been designed to fit within the urban fabric of Shell 
Cove. In addition, the development will provide a high 
quality architectural statement on Cove Boulevarde on the 
approach to the future Town Centre.

This lifestyle medical centre will provide access to general 
practitioners, practice nurses, allied health professionals, 
specialists and pathology services as well as providing 
health-related exercise facilities, walking groups and health 
management programs.

The development application was recently approved by 
Council.

Pedestrian Bridge to 
Killalea State Park
The construction of the pedestrian bridge to Killalea State 
Park is well advanced and is expected (weather permitting) 
to be completed shortly, which would allow access to be 
available from a date during the Christmas/New Year School 
Holidays.

In conjunction with the bridge works, a new footpath 
is being built to provide a key walking trail linking 
Hinchinbrook Drive and Mystics Drive, through the bush 
reserve. Once the new bridge is open, it will be possible to 
branch off this trail at the top of the hill, and walk across 
the bridge over the Quarry Road into Killalea State Park. 
The walk then passes through Melaleuca forest and dry 
littoral rainforest, descending down to Killalea Lagoon and 
onto the “Farm” Beach.

Resident Information 
Barbeques
Earlier this year, all residents were invited to a number of 
community barbeques that provided a forum to hear from 
the project developers on the future plans for the Shell 
Cove project and provide community feedback. These 
forums were attended by Australand’s Glenn Colquhoun 
(Shell Cove Project Director) and Council’s Phil Woodcock 
(Director, Shell Cove) who were available to discuss the 
project’s plans and answer residents’ questions. 

A number of questions which are likely to be of wider 
interest were raised by residents at these forums and the 
responses are:

Q. 	While the boat harbour works are 
delayed, can a path be provided to South 
Shellharbour Beach from the Shallows 
precinct in the interim?

Safety issues associated with parts of the site located between 
the Shallows precinct and South Shellharbour Beach are such 
that it is not possible to provide a temporary path in this 
location. These issues include the stockpiles of large rocks 
for the construction of the future breakwater in this area.

An alternative temporary walking trail from the end of 
Sloop Avenue has been built in the interim to provide access 
to the patrolled end of the beach. The walk to the beach 
from Sloop Avenue takes about 11 minutes (at a moderate 
walking pace). However, this trail may at times need to be 
temporarily closed for safety and logistic reasons during the 
construction of the new residential lots.

In addition, work has advanced to the construction of the 
pedestrian bridge crossing the quarry road to the Killalea 
State Park which will provide another wonderful walking 
opportunity to the beautiful “Farm” beach.

Q. 	Why have the ponds off Brindabella Drive 
been allowed to be overcome by algae?

The problem is not actually algae. The overgrowth in 
the ponds is the exotic noxious weed, Salvinia. This 
plant is commonly used in domestic aquariums and may 
unfortunately have been introduced to the ponds by a 
resident, via the stormwater system, or it may have been 
carried there on the feet of an aquatic bird. Salvinia is a 
highly invasive water plant and can have a major impact on 
an ecosystem.

Council, which is responsible for the maintenance of the 
ponds, is undertaking an eradication program in an effort 
to remove the pest weed. This essential work is however 
time-consuming and while this work continues the ponds 
will continue to look unhealthy.

Residents with aquariums are requested to be cautious 
when they dispose of aquatic aquarium plants or clean their 
aquariums, and to make sure that plants are not allowed to 
enter the stormwater drains or wetland ponds.

Q. 	Is it true that Shell Cove paid for the 
recent road works to the section of the 
four lane Shellharbour Road between the 
Workers Club and the Shell Cove Entry?

No. These recent road works were constructed and funded 
by the RTA.

Q. 	Can the reliability of ADSL services and 
mobile phone reception be improved at 
Shell Cove?

The project team has held initial discussions with Telstra 
and has further meetings scheduled to advance this matter. 

Telstra have advised that a mobile communications 
tower has been constructed in the past 12 months near 
Shellharbour North. This tower has improved mobile 
reception at Shell Cove. Additionally Telstra are planning a 
further tower which should considerably improve mobile 
reception within Shell Cove. This tower will be located 
within Shell Cove in the vicinity of the Bass Point Quarry.

ADSL is a form of internet broadband service that runs 
through your existing telephone line. Anyone with a 
telephone line can apply for ADSL but the line will need 
to be tested to make sure that the signal is strong enough 
to provide a broadband service. ADSL is offered by many 
internet service providers. 

ADSL services to Shell Cove come from two sources. The 
part of Shell Cove south of the Quarry Road is serviced 
by the Minnamurra Exchange, with the rest of Shell Cove 
by the Warilla Exchange. The Minnamurra Exchange has 
available capacity to provide ADSL for all homes in the 
Oceanic Links precinct. However, Telstra acknowledges that 
the Warilla Exchange is close to capacity.

Australand and Council are working with Telstra to improve 
ADSL availability in the northern Shell Cove precincts and to 
date this has included the provision of a building off Apollo 
Drive to Telstra to enable the development of a mini exchange. 

Where there is suitable Next G coverage, residents are able 
to apply for wireless broadband through Telstra.

Q. 	Can we have names for the parks so that 
they can be more easily identified?

A naming strategy for the public parks is currently being 
considered, and it is intended that it will be developed over 
the next twelve months.

Boat Harbour Update
Options are currently being explored to enable the boat 
harbour works to recommence. This includes investigating 
various potential sources of funding from the state and 
federal governments.

Council has submitted applications under the Federal 
Government’s Jobs Fund and the State Government’s Local 
Infrastructure Fund, and it is expected that decisions on 
these applications will be received either later this year or 
early in 2010.

In the meantime, land use planning for the precinct around 
the boat harbour is progressing and outstanding approvals 
for the works are being resolved to ensure that there are 
no impediments to starting works when the necessary 
funding becomes available.

We will make more detailed announcements on progress 
when further information is available.

Land Release Update
A number of choice land lots are still available within release 
areas in the Oceanic Links precinct. These include several 
lots with a highly desirable golf-course frontage within the 
St.Andrews Parkway land release.

Land lots in the St.Andrews Parkway release are priced 
from $235,000. For more details please contact Ken or 
Craig at Shellcove Estate Realty on 4297 6122.

Q. Why are Shell Cove residents required to 
pay a levy for landscape maintenance 
within the estate?

The levy was agreed at the inception of the Project to make 
sure that the high-quality landscape areas at Shell Cove are 
maintained into the future at a high standard and in a sustainable 
manner. This adds value and amenity for Shell Cove residents.

The levy contributes to landscape maintenance over and 
above what is normally undertaken in other suburban areas 
of the City. This includes a higher frequency of mowing, 
use of more specialised equipment, and more resources for 
maintaining garden and bush reserve areas.

The levy is in addition to funds currently provided by the 
Project to cover the cost of a higher level of maintenance 
on Cove Boulevarde, the main entrance to Shell Cove.

Q. 	Is “Housing Commission” development 
proposed within Shell Cove?

There are no plans to develop any public housing within 
Shell Cove.


